




 





 

 





 



 



 



 



 

 



everyday escape (Text Only) 

An airy ambience and picturesque charm give rise to equally inviting interior and outdoor 
rooms in this Houston haven. 

writer: KIMBER MITCHELL photographer: TRIA GIOVAN producer: DONNA TALLEY 

After living in several homes bursting with color, Courtney Fortney wanted to take a more 
subtle approach when she and her husband, Scott, drew up plans for a French manor-style 
home in a wooded enclave of Houston. She envisioned an assemblage of antiques and old-
world details coming together to turn back the hands of time on the new home, as well as 
interiors dressed in a soothing rhapsody of muted hues that would speak to the family’s love of 
being outdoors—a luxury they enjoy throughout the year in their temperate climate. 

Architect Rudy Colby, childhood friend and interior designer Nicole Zarr, and landscape 
architect Timothy Adcock considered all the angles on the new build to foster patina along with 
a light ambience. In keeping with Courtney’s zest for the outdoors, the interior rooms interact 
seamlessly with the surrounding landscape. The family room is crowned with reclaimed 
French oak beams and features expansive floor-to-ceiling windows that welcome in lush 
views. The breakfast room is tucked into a gently curved area crafted with brick framed arched 
windows. The master bedroom steps out to a wrought-iron balcony capturing a bird’s-eye view 
of the pool—a favorite hangout spot of the Fortneys’ three children. “I love how there’s a 
feeling of being outdoors even when you’re indoors,” Courtney says. 

“I’ve always loved chandeliers and sconces—they make a room. They’re not just an 
accessory; they’re a focal point.” —homeowner COURTNEY FORTNEY 

Zarr amplified that sensation by drawing the home’s palette from the sky as well as the soft 
gray-blue, butter yellow, cream, and pink hues found on a painted antique French chest in the 
family room. The serene shades inspired the kitchen’s cream and French blue cabinetry and 
raspberry pink island stool covers. In the master bedroom, puffy cloudlike white bed linens 
appear to float against Venetian plaster walls dressed in an ethereal blue. 

 


	everyday escape (Text Only)

